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Publi ſhed at their Requeſt 


But they rebelled and vexed his Holy Spirit : therefore he 
was turned to be their enemy, and he fought againſt 
them. Is a1tan xiii. 10. 
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courſe, and it will yield me 
pleaſure, if it ſhould be the 
dent nen 1 755 e 7" 


bing what was compoſed without the 
uſt expectation of its appearing in the 
ld; nothing however is inſerted, butwh 
e ſubſtance of was intended, and would 


we been expreſſed had time permitted. 


In this day of growifg infidelity, the 
| Y, Perſonality, and Operations of the 
d Spirit, are baldly denied and im- 
0 ? : Happy ſuch who have a 

witneſs 


ſented to publiſn this plain dif 


Dns r 


witeb in themſelves of the reality and 
efficacy of his gracious- influences ; ſuch 
truſt I have concerning, you, and therefore 
hope this exhortation will not be in vain, 


The temptatlons 1 have warned: you 
againſt, are frequently known to captivate 
young Profeſſors, many are utterly ruined 
by them, and few eſcape ſome degree of 
injury from their unhappy influence; 
Vouldqd therefore adviſe you in the wiped 
of the Apoſtle, Seeing you know theſe thing 
Before, beware, left ye als being led aud 
"with the error of the wicked, fall from yu 
vum ſtedfaſtneſi. Remember, that he on 
: who endureth to the . ſhall be ſaved. 


That che hoh Spirit may bend uot 
you with his heavenly gifts- and gr: 
enable you to flee youthful: luſts, and fa 
Jow' after righteouſneſs, and keep you b 

2 His mighty power thro' faith unto fal- 

ttion; is — enn dale and ferve 
ry nas 
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2 THESSALONIANS v. 19. 


Quench not the Spirit. 


T has vat the ſorrowful experience of 
every age, that many perſons have been 
excited in their younger days to make 
ſome promiſing ſhew of religion, whoſe 


goodneſs has been as the morning cloud, and 


as the early dew : : "Among theſe, ſome like 


ts ſtony-ground Thearers, having no root 


in themſelves are turned aſide ; they ſet them- 


ſelves openly againſt the truth, and after all 


their profeſſion become ſcoffers walking accor- 
ding.to their own ungodly luſts : It happens n- 


turned to his own vomit again; and the ſow that 


i them according to the true proverb, the dog is 2 Pet. it. 
20. 22. 


was waſhed, to ber wallowing in the mire. And the 
latter end is worſe with them than the beginning. 


But there are others concerning whom we may 


charitably hope better. things, nevertheleſs be- 


ing too little acquainted with the deceitfulneſs 


of their own hearts and the devices of Satan, 


are ſooncaptivated thro? the ſubtlety of this Tem- 
pter, and led away with divers luſts into ſuch 
ſhameful backſlidings, as greatly prejudice their 
luture comfort and uſefulneſs, 
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An Exhortation againſt 

Foraſmuch as I have engaged to add reſs 
ſome of you this evening under the character 
of a religious Society, I thought it might be 
ſeaſonable to warn you of the temptations to 
which you are expoſed, leſt the Adverſary get 
an advantage of you and break in upon your 
mutual endeavours for ſpiritual edification, or 
deſtroy the credit and W of, any one a- 


mongſt you. 


The paſſage read is ſhort 10 mnchen 
it contains an exhortation tg what is of great 
importance to our perſeverance in faith and 
holineſs, and it implies a watchfulneſs againſt 
that which is the original ſource of alf declen- 
ſions that appear among profeſſors, and which 


to ſome prove the forerunner of their final 
apoſtacy and eternal deſtruction. I would hope 
better things of you, many of whom I truſt 
are the ſeals of my own miniſtry in the Lord, 


as the reſt are the property of anothers. 0 
that neither of you, after the example of ſome, 
may thro? careleſneſs become the - occaſion of 
ſhame to thoſe who have rejoiced over you as 
the inſtances of ſpecial grace through their 
labours, With a view under the divine bleſſing, 
to prevent this with reſpect to thoſe of you 
who have made a profeſſion, together with 
the edification of all who are Companions 
with you in this Society, and our general pro- 


fit, 1 have at this time choſe to explain, and 


attempt the improvement of theſe words. a 
SOS - - WERE NC 
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"© quenching the Spi. 


The evident deſign of the apoſtle was 
to promote the perſeverance of the The/ſalo- 
nians, earneſtly deſiring their compleat ſancti- 
fication in order to their future joy: It is plain 
from the context he has in proſpect, that bleſſed 
Ir hope and glorious appearance of our Lord- 
r Jeſus, when all the choſen ſeed having obtained 
a2 part in the firſt reſurrection, and put on their 
ſhining bodies, will bear a luſtre round their 
glorified Lord and head. Agreeable to this we 
find the apoſtle prays, ver. 23. that theſe diſ- 
ciples might be preſerved blameleſs to this 
joyful. ſeaſon; and ifmy preſent diſcourſe ſhould 
in any meaſure contribute as a means to our, 
meetneſs for Joining the redeemed in that day 
we ſhall then rejoice together at the A 
nity now put into our hands. 
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In treating on theſe words ] propoſe z 


I. A brief deſcription of che perſon ſpoken 
of in the Text. 

II. To explain the caution given us con- 
cerning him. 

III. Offer ſome reaſons to excite our re- 
gard to this exhortation. 

IV. To ſet before you various methods by 
which many who enjoy the means of grace, 
become guilty of quenching the Spirit. And, 
V. Shew the e conſequence of 
ſo doing. * 
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Exbortation againſt 

I. I am to give ſome deſcription of the per- 
ſpoken of in our text. The Spirit. 

By the Spirit we are not to underſtand the 
ſpirit of man, or light of reaſon and voice of 
conſcience z this is natural and common to 
every one; and what profane, immoral per- 
ſons fin againſt, and as it were, quench the 
light of, by their abominable practices: Some 
perſons who bear the name of Chriſtians talk 

much of the Spirit, and ſeem by their diſcourſe 
as if they deſired to be guided by the Spirit, 
and were led by the Spirit, when, alas! upon WW 
examination ĩt is found they mean nothing more Wl F 
than reaſon, and natural conſcience, or their 
own ſpirits; they know nothing, nor do they 


own any thing properly ſpeaking of the di- 
vine Spirit, or his gracious influences. Sad p 
deluſion indeed! May the Lord the Spirit F 
open their underſtandings, and ſhew ſuch their G 
dangerous conceit. The inward light of na- th 
ture, or light of reaſon, is not here intended; WM © 
in being guilty of the evil dehorted, perſons [ty 


do indeed act irrationally, and conſcience 1s 
abuſed, as we may ſee hereafter, But this 1s 
not intended by the Spirit in the text. 
Ner are we to underſtand by the Spiri 
any of the angelic hoſt, thoſe choſen ſpirits 
that reſide in the heavenly courts above. Ou 
text ſpeaks not of one of. that innumerable 
and glorious company; theſe are all ſpl 
| r1ts 


[ 


quenching the Spirit. 
rits, holy, wiſe, powerful and obedient to the 
will of Jehovah, and by the miniſtration of 
whom the Lord has frequently inſtructed his 
people into his mind. A diſobedience to, or 
diſbelief of one of theſe heavenly meſſengers, 
has been followed with the tokens of God's 
diſpleaſure, * However, Angels are viſibly 
employed only on ſpecial occaſions. It is not 
the common experience of the ſons of men to 
be ſenſible of an Angel's miniſtration ; but this 
exhortation is given to all the ſaints, or pro- 
tefſors at Theſſalonica, and the perſon intended 
muſt be one whoſe influences they are all ſup- 
poſed to have been ſenſible of. * 
The ſubject of the text, is that uncreated di- 
vine Spirit who bears record in heaven, even Je- 
hovah the Spirit, who is a real diſtinct divine 
perſon, equal in perfection and glory with the 
Father and the Son. This Spirit is the holy 
Ghoſt. Thus our Lord promiſes his diſciples 5,4 xiv. 
the Father ſhould give them another comforter, 16, 17. 
even the Spirit of truth; the ſame perſon is 
ſtyled the holy Ghoſt, ver. 26. and indeed the 
original word is the ſame, This is that Spirit to 
| = whom 
Thus Zacharias was ſtruck deaf and dumb becauſe 
he believed not the angels words, concerning the birth of 
John, Luke i. 22. Ihe term tranſlated dumb, ſignifies 
doth deaf and dumb, becauſe thoſe which naturally are 
deaf, are in conſequence dumb, and that Zacharias was 
deaf is plain from wer. 62. Now this temporary depriva- 
tion of theſe natural ſenſes, was indeed a ſufficient ſign for 
the confirmation of the angels tidings, but at the ſame 


time, a manifeſt token of the divine diſpleaſure at the un · 
belief of Zachariar. | PETTY 12100 
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6 | ww Exhortation againſt 


* 
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whom every divine perſection is moſt truly and 

4 properly aſcribed ; he is omniſcient, for he 

t Cor. ii. ,ſearcheth all things, yea the deep things of Cod. 

"0 "mi perſonalty and deity are both ſtrongly in. 
plied in that paſſage, for ſuch knowledge i; 

incommunicable to a Creature; none but he 

that is God can know all the ſecrets of the di. 

wine mind, This Spirit is alſo omnipreſent; 

- thus the Pfalmiſt ſays, ¶ bither ſhall I go from 

thy Spirit? Or whither ſhall I flee from n y pre. 

ſence | ? And this is evident from his inhabitation 

in the hearts of believers in every age all over 

che world; it is the ſelf-ſame Spirit which te. 

ſides in each perſon that is called by the\grace 

of God in every place, and who is promiſed 

to abide with them for ever, and conſequently 

he muſt be omnipreſent, Moreover, omni 

Potence is aſcribed to this Perſon 3 he is ſai 

to be the power of the Higheſh; not as a pro 

perty, or perfection in the divine nature, fo 


concerning him, which ſhews him to be a di 


ſtinct and true Perſon; but he is ſo called as he 


is no leſs than the moſt high God; and that he i 


| Job xxxiii, hature to him. The Spirit of God hath made me 


with the other divine Perſons in the works 


* 111 —————— —ͤũm——U— —— —— ——— — N 


+. that is inconſiſtent with many things revealed 


ſo, appears from his creating the world; for as 

P 4 XXXUi. y zhe word of the Lord the heavens wer 
* made, fo were the Bot of them by the breath of 
Big mouth. Elibu aſcribes the formation of ht 


4+ and the breath of the Almighty bath given me life 


creation, is here intended, . This 


” — 


guenching the Spirit. 


d This is that glorious divine ' Perſon, who [ - 
1e proceedeth from the Father and the Son, and 1 
. ¶ cho in love to the choſen ſeed has condeſcended 1 
* il to operate in ſubſerviency to the wonderful and | ] 
„ cracious deſign of their ſalvation. According- PE 1 
he 1 
i this divine Spirit wrought in the Prophets 1 
1 ſtom the foundation of the world; for as ſal- * =_ 
' WW ration thro? the blood of Chriſt was their un- 1 
i ed teſtimony, they all bore their witneſs under 1 
is inſpiration; theſe holy Men of God fpake; w 
wa dot according to their own will, but as they tert 2 Per. i. 4 
"i nved by the boly Ghoſt. And he that inſpired **: 4 
i WMticſe inſtruments of revelation, is God, all. .N 


npture is given by inſpiration of Gad. This 2 Tim. iii, 3 1 4 
Spirit formed the human nature of Chriſt, and e. 4 
rms Chriſt in every Believers heart. He is 

he Author, or Agent of all that light, ſancti- 
ation and grace, whereby any of the loſt race 

f apoſtate Adam are brought to the ſaving = vv 
nowledge of the Redeemer. He is ſtyled a | ' 
ply Spirit, and is jaſtly ſo called both in re- 'v 
ett of the perfect holineſs eſſential to his di- 

ine nature, and alſo as he is the immediate 

wWicient cauſe of all holineſs in the fouls of 
bod's children; for it is not mere moral ſwaſion, 5 
e exertion of any human gifts in the preach. f 

g even of the true Goſpel, that can effectu- 

ly convince, humble, and turn finners to 

od, as experience abundantly teſtifies; _ 
is owing to this Spirit of wiſdom and revela- 

on that any are changed and renewed, This 


is 


An Exbortation againſt 
is the Spirit that convinces of fin, righteouſ. 
neſs and judgment to come. He begins, car. 
ries on, and compleats the work of converſion, 
and his operations and influences are abſolutely 

. neceſſary : He alſo is the Author of all ſpiri. 
tual gifts, which he diſpenſes in a ſovereign 
1 Cor. xi. way, dividing io every man ſeverally as he will 
11. This is the perſon of whom our text ſpeaks, 
even that divine perſon whoſe perfections are 
adorable, and whoſe love to the ſaints is con 
ſpicuous in the office he executes in order to thei 
ſalvation, o whom, as well as for whom, Beliey 

ers are to pray; thus the Apoſtle, And the Lora 

direct your bearts into the love of God, and into ib. 
2 The, ini, Patient waiting for Chriſt, ® In a word, he | 
5. that Spirit, without whoſe aids neither parti 
cular perſons, nor ſocieties, nor churches, cat 


| a 
flouriſh, or even ſubſiſt with any ſpiritual all n 
vantage; for he js the life and ſoul of all tug; 
- * Nothing can be clearer than that the divine Spiri for 
is the perſon addreft in this paſſage, who is evidently di 
ſtinguiſhed from the Father, into whoſe love the heart P. 
of te ſaints were to be directed, and from Jeſus Chri Ch; 
whom they were alſo. to he directed into a patient wal tha 
ing for; and this agrees with the work aſcribed to hi 
in other places, where he is promiſed to guide, and is pray unc 
ed for, and ſaid to lead the children of God, and ſhag. l 
abroad the love of God in the heart, Ac. P/al. cxliii. ic A 
Rom. viii- 14. Jobn xvi. 13. Rom. v. 5. of t 
Nou this addreſs groves the Spirit to be a perſon, a diſtin 

| perſon from the Father and the Son, and no leſs th vat 


the true God, both as ghe object of prayer, and as cap ¶ giſt. 
ble of performing what is requeſted of him; for tis G0 
alone that ſearches and bears an uncontroulable {way i 


che kearts of men, or is able to anſwer ſuch a requeſt. Nat 


* 


1 


quenching the Spirit. 9 
powerful godlineſs, who worketh in and among 


the ſaints according to his own good pleaſure. 
Which leads me, as propoſed, 


II. To explain the caution given us concern- 
ing this glorious divine perſon. Here is a 
caution concerning this Spirit and his opera- 
tions, viz, not to quench him; guench not the 
Spirit. The Spirit who is the inditer of all re- 
velation, has thought fit to repreſent himſelf 
to us under a variety of metaphors 1 in the ſacred 
writings, each of which is adapted to our in- 
ſtruction and comfort. Sometimes he is com- 
pared to water, Except a man be born of walter Jobn ili. 5; 
and of the Spirit, i. e. J apprehend, born of the -- .. 
Spirit as with water ; for I conceive his regene- 
nating and ſanctify ing influences are intended, and 
not water baptiſm, becauſe regeneration is the 
profeſs?d ſubje& of our Lord's diſcourſe ; theſe 3 
his influences are fitly compared to water; 
for as water cleanſeth that which is foul, ſo the 
operations of the divine Spirit enlightening and 

WM changing a ſinner's heart, purifies it from al! 
” that ſpiritual defilement in which it lay while 
lis pa under the dominion of luſt. And this alluſion 
lp inſwers to the promiſe given thro? the mouth 
of the prophet Ezekiel, Then will I ſprinkle clean g. 
Nees water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean, &c. His xxxvi. 25. 
1 as capMſilts are likewiſe compared to the-ſame ele- 
71 ent; He that believeth on me, as the ſcripture John vii, 
bath ſaid, out 9 bis belly Hall flow #i rivers N liv- 38, 39. 
e ins - 
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An Exhortation again! 
ing water,  * This ſpake he of the Spirit, which 


they that believe on bim ſhould receive, &c. Thus 


the Spirit is compared to water both in his gifts 
and graces, whe ts 
Again, ſometimes the Spirit is compared to 
wind; under which alluſion is convey'd an 
idea of the ſovereignty, and imperceptible na- 
ture of his influences, together with their quick 


John iii. 8, and powerful effects. Thus, the wind bloweth 


Matt. iii. 
Il, 


APs ii. 2. 


where it liſteth, and thou heareſt the ſound there. 
of, Sc. I So is every one that is born of the 
Spirit; g. d. thus are the Spirit's operations on 
the ſoul he regenerates. 

But at other times this holy Ghoſt is com- 


pared to fire, thus (fays Jobn the baptiſt, 


ſpeaking of Chriſt) He ſhall baptize you with the 
holy Ghoft and with fre. The gifts and graces 
of the divine Spirit are comparable to this 
element alſo for their illuminating and purify- 
fying effects; and, agreeable to this metaphor, 
we find the Spirit's viſible appearance was, 
cloven tongues like as of fire, when it ſat fon 
each of the apoſtles in ibe day of Pentecoſt. To 
this miraculous appearance moſt have thought 
PEO SL DAY n 3 Bt the 


v See Iaiah, xliv. a. Joo. u. 28. where the gift of 


« 


the Spirit is termed a pouring ont, anſwerable to the 


element of water. 


+ The Spirit ſeems addreſs'd under this character, 


_ __ Solomon's Song, chap. iv. 16. Awake © north wind, and 


come thou ſouth; agreeable to this, we read the Spirit 


came down in the day of Pentecoſt with a ſound /79 


" quenching the Spirit. 
the Baptiſt refers. The Spirit, however, is re- 
preſented by fire; and this aptly ſets forth his 
influence on the hearts of men, enlightening, 
warming, and melting them down as it were, 


thereby purging out the droſs of pride, igno- 


rance, ſenſuality, and unbelief. Under his ef- 
ficacious operations the word of God burns like 
fire, either in a way of conviction, or conſola- 
tion: It ſometimes burns by way of convi- 


ction: Is not my word like fire ? Thus when the Fer. exit 
prophet thought to ſpeak no more in the 29: 
name of the Lord to a ſcornful generation, he 


found the word of the Lord was in his heart as a 


burning fire ſhut up in his bones. Sometimes the Chap. xx; 
hearts of God's children burn with joy, when the 9: 


Spirit works upon them under the miniſtration 
of the word: Thus the diſciples found it when 
their riſen Lord taught them as they were go- 
ing to Emmaus; hence on his diſappearing, 


they ſaid one to another, Did not our heart burn Zags xxiv, 
within us while he talked- to us by the way, and 32. 


while he opened to us the ſcriptures, 

Now the Spirit is implicitly repreſented to 
us under this figure in the text, for the term 
quench, uſed in the caution, evidently alludes to 
fire, being proper alone to that element. Thus 
the Plalmiſt uſing the ſame figure in reference 
to his Enemies and their utter deſtruction; 


ſays, They are quenched as the fire of thorns, To pf exviii, 
quench fire we know is to put it out, or, at '* 


kaſt, 10 abate | its force and influence by throw- 
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and be the principal efficient cauſe of the milery 


An Exhortation against 
ing water upon it, or by ſome other means, Conve 
Now every degree of damp which by any s ſug 
method is put upon a fire, whereby its heat N gad, 
and influence is leſſened, may be juſtly ſtyled N hm! 
quenching, as well as a total extinguiſhing the of bis 
fame. In this light I take the phraſe by which M7 1; 
our Lord ſets forth the torments of hell, when Wyhich 
he ſays there /be fire is not quenched, It ſeems to nder: 
imply, there ſhall be no abatement * of that ended 
wrath which ſhall be poured out on the impe. of T9p4 


nitent in the ſtate of puniſhment. As fire ex- Lord, 
. preſſes the torment to be exquiſite, ſo its not eren +4 
being quenched intimates there ſhall be no al. We the 
lay, but that it ſhall be perperual, and even Nerved. 
increaling. Fire is an active principle, and MW Hor 
by its conſtant motion is ever changing its Nuench 
degree of heat to greater or leſs, if it does not if (ſhin 
decreaſe it will increaſe ; therefore when it i; ng * 
ſaid it is not quenched, it points out the in- 185 
creaſing torment of the damned, and that this Wat 

fire ſhall be blown up ſtronger and ſtronger ; | 
all which is ſuitable to the account we have tre q 
in the erte. 5 Pp 6 | 
[ believe the Spirit will have his concern, 2 


of the wicked; as the communications of di- 
vine love are thro' his agency, ſo I apprehend 
this divine Perſon will be the more immediate 
| convey- 

* Thus the rich man in the parable being in hell Hef 
up his eyes and makes application to Abraham, but ; 


refuſed one drop of water to cool his tongue which wa 
tormented in the flame. 


| 


quenching the Spirit. 


conveyancer of the wrath of God; this I think 


of his power . Who is the glory of his power? 
but him who is called the power of the higheſt ; 
which we have already ſeen is one' of the cha- 
n&ters of the holy Ghoſt, and he ſeems in- 
tended, where we have an awful deſcription 


even that breath of the Lord by which the hoft 
of the heavens were made, as before ob- 
ſerved. W 

However (to return from this digreſſion;) as 
quenching conſiſts in abating, cooling, or extin- 
puſhing a fire, ſo it ſtands oppoſed to quicken- 
Ing, or maintaining the ſame, and therefore a 
aution againſt the former naturally involves an 
xhortation to the latter, and it neceſſarily fol- 
bows, that when we are forbid to quench the 
pirit, we are commanded to do every thing 
quired towards preſerving, and increaſing 
is work, and the gift he has beſtowed upon 


Bur 


os 


* The pre/ence of the Lord, and the glory of his er 

re Phraſes — A bx bow particulars ed > 

Wine Spirit; and I apprehend the particle, from, is 

as ſome eminent Writers have oblerved, and it 

tems to imply that from, or by the Spirit, as the im- 

=— efficient ' cauſe, the puniſhment of the wicked 
arue. 


| 


; 


13 


is ſuggeſted to us in Scripture. The wicked, it is 
faid, Hall be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 2 The. i. 
from the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory 7 


of Tophet, which cloſes thus; the breath of the Iſai. xxx. 
Jord, like a ſtream of brimſtone, doth kindle it; 33» 
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ol this divine Agent: The influences of th 


— Spirit, we muſt carefully avoid an 
notion that is unworthy his perfections, , 


the declarations of the goſpel. In order theret, 
let it be premiſed; | 


tion, that the ſtrength of. luſt in the heart 


An exhortation again/? 
But in the application of this figure to th 


Firſt; We are not to conceive by this cau 


man, whereby he perverſly oppoſes and reſi 
the Spirit, prevails againſt the will and powe 


Spirit are efficacious and irreſiſtible 4 index 
ſuch is the ſtate of the human ſoul by natur 
and under the dominion of ſin, that were 
poſſible for the baſeneſs and ſtoutneſs of men 
ſo to reſiſt the Spirit as to fruſtrate his work 
none would ever be converted; for man is n 
turally, through pride, ignorance and vile 
fections, not only indiſpoſed, but even aver 
to a change, and conſequently will natural 
oppoſe it to the utmoſt of his power; but th 
Spirit is uncontroulable in his operations; wit 
reſpect to him it may be ſaid, Who hath n 
ſiſted his will? When he works none can [ct 
hence it is that any are made willing i in the da 
of his power. 

Figures taken from inanimate beings, an 
applied to intelligent ones, are not to be ſtraine 
to the deſtruction of their nature, who are r: 
preſented by them, this would be highly 
reaſonable; but this would be the caſe if he frui 
were to be inferrd from the caution in Uo C 

tek 


" quenching the Spirit. 

ext, that the perverſeneſs of man could per- 
vert the Spirit's deſigns, or oblige him to ceaſe 
om his work. It is unworthy the perfections 
of the holy Ghoſt to conceive that a created 
power, in any ſtate or condition, is capable of 
obſtructing his almighty arm, or rendring a- 7 
hortive his gracious deſigns ; to ſuppoſe the crea- 
wres obſtinacy and wickedneſs can fruſtrate the 
vill, or overcome the power of the divine Spirit is 
abſurd and impious, a notion that contradicts 
e ſovereignty and omnipotence of this glo- 
ious perſon, and deprives him of the honours 
que to his divine nature. Moreover, this would 
the r egeneration and compleat ſanctifica- 
on of every one precarious; the everlaſting 
bode of the Spirit in the heart he has taken poſ- 
ion of would then be uncertain, and therefore 
s inhabitation no infallible evidence of being 
vingly wrought upon. If this were the caſe, 
e could not be the earneſt of the inheritance Ephe/ians 
hich Chriſtians are called to the hope of, as © "+ 
e ſcriptures ſnew; ſo that ſuch a conceit de- 
ogates from the glory of the Spirit, and de- 
roys the comfort of the Believer. 
Secondly, Nor are we to imagine from this 
thortation, that where the Spirit has wrought 
fectually, his work can be deſtroyed; it is not 
the power of ſin or Satan to do this. True 
Shit, ſaving faith, and divine love, which are 
e fruit of his operations, as a Spirit of life 
om Chriſt, ſhall never be totally eclipſed, or 

| | utterly 


its 1 


1 
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J/aiah lix. ple. 
21. 


Philip. i. 
6. 


Spirit on the hearts of ſinners, or the certain 


ceptions are unworthy the perfections of this 
" glorious Agent, and contrary to the aſſurances 


An Exhortation againſ} 
utterly and finally extinguiſhed.” This is in. 


conſiſtent with the engagements of the Father 


in the covenant. of grace, wherein he has pro. 
miſed his Spirit ſhall not depart from his peo. 
Wherever the Spirit takes up his abode 
as the Comforter, from the Father and the Son, 
he abides for ever, purſuant to this gracious 
promiſe z and we are confident of this very 
thing, that he which hath begun a good work 
in us, will perform it until the day of Jeſu 
Chriſt. The holy Ghoſt will never forſake the 
work of his hands, nor ſhall the habits of grace 
and holineſs once implanted be ever rooted up, 
Thus ſhould we beware of entertaining any ro- 
tions from this caution, inconſiſtent with the ir- 
reſiſtible and efficacious influence of the divine 


continuance and completion of the work © 
grace where it is really begun; for all ſuch con- 


given in the everlaſting covenant, What then 
are we to underſtand by quenching the Spirit? 
Toquench the Spirit is the ſame as to reſiſt, vex, 
grieve, rebel againſt, or do deſpite unto him; all 
which are applied to the conduct of men with 
reſpect to the bleſſed Spirit, and are expreſſive 


of a greater or leſſer degree of oppoſition to, 


or provocation of him; and, I concieve in ge- 


* 


Aus vii. 51. 
Hebrews x. 29. 


> Iſaiah Ixin. 10. Epbeſians iv. 30. 


ty puenching ve Shir oe . 


ber Pit ſignifies a neglecting, or deſf if 12 the 
tokens of 1 his power and grace, and ork of- 
fending his hol ineſs, fo as to occaſion his volun- 
tary departure in a Way of chaſtiſement, or 
Judgment. When perſons' are found, in the 
practice of thoſe things which naturally tend, 
and which by experience has appeared to ex- 
tinguiſh the light, and abate the wartnth pro- 
duced at .any time by the divine Spirit in and 
among them, and when they alſo omit what is 
adapted and appointed for the continuance and 
increaſe thereof, they may be faid to quench 
the Spirit; for by thus prejudicing his work, 
and acting contrary to him, they greatly offend 
him, and cauſe him to withdraw. 
That the Spirit of grace has met with ſuch 
treatment is evident from the ſacred writings 
many with whom he has contended by the ex- 
ternal miniſtry of his word, by the mouth of 
the Prophets, yea by ſtirring in them con- 
victions, by gifts, and common illuminations, 
I fay, many ſuch, thro' the hardneſs and im- 
penitency of their hearts, have rebelled againſt 
him, and he has left them in judgment to fill 
up the meaſure of their iniquity. Thus their 
ſin has been the procuring cauſe of his de- 
parture from them, and their damnation has 
followed. The ſinners of the old world are a 
fearful example of this, who were ſwept away 


with rhe flood, and whoſe ſpirits are in priſon, 1 Pele 
Many of literal Mael, not only in the wilder- ii. 19. 


D 3 


18 An ee apainſ 


neſs, where their carcaſſes fell becauſe of un. 

belief, but afterward, and eſpecially at the time 

of our Saviour's appearance on earth, erred in 

their hearts, and reſiſted the holy Ghoſt to 

their deſtruction. Time would fail to re- 

| Cite the Perſons and Communities, yea So- 

| cieties that have been in the form, of a goſpel 

| Church, who are upon record, ſacred and pro- 

| fane, as monuments of this fad truth, that men 

| have been left to quench the Spirit to their 

, | utter ruin. By this means many, who have 

|| been partakers of the holy Ghoſt in divers of 

his gifts and operations, have apoſtatized, and 

Heb. vi. 4. done deſpite to this Spirit of grace, Thus per- 

compared. ſons may enjoy many favours of an external 

nature, and be followed with convictions, and 

yet be void of ſaving grace; their unmortified 

luſts may return and quench the light, and 

theſe reſiſtings ASSrAVAte their future con- 
demnation. 

Moreover, there are ſweet and peculiar in- 
fluences of the divine Spirit on the hearts of 
the regenerate, whereby they are indulged with 
that degree of light and capacity, which mini- 
ſters to their joy and uſefulneſs; theſe may, 
through their own folly, be ſuſpended and 
withdrawn 3 for tho? {bleſſed be God) the ha- 
bit of grace cannot be deſtroy*d, yet the vi- 
gour of our graces w.decline, and their lively 
excrciſe abate ; the may fo withdraw 

tom his own people as tO ve them low and 
N "on 


— the Shir rit. 
dead in their frames; their hearts may be 
ſorrowful and diſtreſt in conſequence of his 


departure, and this uſually follows upon theit 
ſpiritual ſloth and neglect of his work: Hence 


the apoſtle exhorts, Grieve not the holy Spirit Epbeſ iv. 
of God, whereby ye are ſealed unto the day of re- = 


demption. 

This is what theſe Theſſalonians are com- 
manded, viz. that they would do nothing to 
offend the divine Spirit; beware of neglecting 
his kindneſs and grace in the midſt of them, 
leſt he ſhould withdraw and ſuſpend thoſe in- 
fluences and manifeſtations of his power, wich 
which they had hitherto been indulged ;' but on 
the contrary, that they would cheriſh his mo- 
tions upon their hearts, -and ſeek to promote 
his honour and work amongſt them. 

Now this is a leſſon to all perſons who 
have felt any thing of the divine work upon 


their ſouls, or that are indulged with any de- 


gree of ſpiritual light and comfort, whether 
in fellowſhip with the Churches of Chriſt or 
not. It is no leſs adapted for the warning of all 
religious Societies, whether incorporated in the 
order of a Church-ſtate or otherwiſe. 

The inſtruction of the paſſage thus ex- 
plain'd may be comprized in the following 
obſervation, viz. It ſhould be the great con- 
dern of all who profeſ#the fear of God, and 
are favoured with the Avine preſence and bleſ- 


ſing, whether in a private, or publick capa- 


D 2 city, 
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An. Exhortation againſt 
city, ta take heed they. quench not the Spirit. 
I brings me __ the next thing Propoſed, 
via. 

III. Ta, 1 forms * for e 
our regard to this exhortation. 

The reaſonableneſs and importance of at- 
tending to the caution is ſo obvious upon hat 
has been ſaid, I ſhall not multiply or enlarge 
on this head, but content myſelf with little 
more than mentionihg two or three arguments, 
that I may have the greater opportunity for 
treating on the next head of diſcourſe, which 
I have principally in view for our farther im- 
-proyerpent. 1 10 
_ Fiſt, Then, in order to e our atten- 
tion, let, us conſider, to the Spirit we are in- 
debted for all that degree of light and thok 
heavenly gifts we enjoy: If we have any true 
knowledge in the goſpel, any ſaving faich in 
Chriſt, any degree of the love of God in ow 
hearts, he-is che efficient cauſe: It is qwing to 
the manifeſtations and operations ot che bleſſed 
Spirit, that a perſon is endowed, with, any va- 
luable gift, or the. leaſt meaſure of grace : It 
religious Societies, or goſpel Churches exiſt, 
are furniſh'd and edify, it muſt be aſcribed to 
bis love and power z to quench. the Spiri 
therefore, and thereby offend his holineſs, is 
to abuſe the richeſt grace, and be. guiley of 
the higheſt ingratirude, . 

Secondly, The continuance of bs — 
and gracious operations are abſolute] y neceſſary 
to 


d \nokchine the Shirin 
to our future comſort and editication. Daties 
are per ſorm'd, and privileges enjoy'd, without 
any! ſenſible pleaſure and advantage in the hearts 
or Societies of Chriſtians, hen the Spirit de- 
parts and ceaſes to exert his mighty power 3 
lor under this alone, the beſt of means becomes 
effectual to ſalvation; the ſuſpenſion of his 
heavenly influences is attended with darkneſs, 
and declenſion, if not deſtruction. 117.95 76.0 1 
. Thirdly, The Spirit has withdrawn from 
many. perſons and Societies, ho rebelling a- 
gainſt him have quenched his work in and a- 
mong them z he will pot always ſtriye; we 
have already mention'd divers inſtances of this 
kind. Theſe have been averthrown and de- 
ſtroy d thro' their; perverſeneſs and unbelief; 
ve ſnould there fora be warned leſt e fall after 
the ſame example. Theſe things may juſtly 
awaken gur diligence, to avoid every thing 
that has the leaſt; tendency to queneh the Spi- 
nit: To him we are indebted for all the ſpiri- 
mal gifts and graces we enjoy, his preſence 


vantage, and there are awful inſtances of his 
leaving thoſe who have rebelled: _— n. 
s e. und I paſs on *, ae LEO 
* 5% bei u i 2s .M 
: 4v; To 11 beſore you ſome mechadis * 
which many. who enjdy the means of grace bo- 
come guilty: of JPY the age wait 
Now 


If this ſermon * thought too hog to read at once, 
lere is a proper period, 


and influence are neceſſary to our. comfort and 
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Now as perſons may be conſidered enjoying 
the Spirit in his ſpecial preſence, and ſenſible 


vate, and publick, I ſhall attempt ſome in- 


An Exhortation againſt 


, under a twofold capacity, viz. pri- 


ſtruction by ranging my thoughts under this 
head into two general diviſions, the particular 
branches of which I ſhall endeavour to adapt to 
each of theſe capacities diſtinctly; by this means 
I may the more advantageouſly detect and guard 
againſt thoſe temptations peculiar to the one 
and the other, and fo under the divine ble- 
fing, profitably addreſs each perſon on this im. 
portant ſubject as he may" be Ty cit. 
cumſtanced. 

Fin, I would expoſe to view and caution 
eds ſome occaſions, or methodsof quenching 
the Spirit in regard to private experience, and 
with reſpe& to the Spirit's work on the ſoul 
of men ſeparately conſidered. And, 

1. This is done by ſtifling of conviction 
that there are many inward motions and co 
victions raiſed in the minds of men under thi 
means of grace, which they thro? the powe I 
of fin and unbelief ſtifle, is generally allowed 
and indeed few, if any, upon reflection, cu 
acquit themſelves from the guilt of this per 
verſeneſs ; this is far from proving any thin 

Againſt the irreſiſtible nature of the Spirit 
ations, as ſome would ſuggeſt, but it ſhey 

the wretched - diſpoſition of our deprave 
. and che W condition of ſuc gu 

| fro 


\ 


ee 4 the Spirit. 


from whom the Spirit finally ſuſpends his un- | 


 fruſtrable grace: The Spirit may have concern 
in raiſing thoſe convictions in perſons which 
they, being left to themſelves, ſtifle and render 
abortive, in doing which oy may be ſaid to 
quench. the Spirit. 

I apprehend thoſe who ſit under the preach- 
ing of the word ſooner, or later, fall under 
ſuch convictions with reſpect to ſin, and righ- 
tebuſneſs, and judgment to come, as in caſe 
of final impenitency wall aggravate their con- 
demnation, in that day when God ſhall judge 
the ſecrets of hearts by Jeſus Chriſt : In that 
awful day of revelation, multitudes, yea I 
believe. all who periſh under the means of 
grace, will then be ſelf- condemned, and will 


appear wilfully, tho* perhaps ſecretly, under the 


rejected the council of God againſt themſelves, 
Wand neglected the great ſalvation (God for- 
ad it ſhould be the lot of any preſent) but I 
of opinion “ all who diſobey the Goſpel 
jill be found quenchers of the Spirit. 
q The Perſons addreſt in our text are ſuppoſed 
have received ſome ſenſible impreſſions, and 
t their hearts were enlightened and warmed 
che divine Spirit, otherwiſe they could not 
ie the proper ſubjects of this exhortation; to 
quench, 


*But thoſe mine enemies which 2vou/d not that I ſhould 
gn over them, c. Luke xix. 27. Thus the enemies 
Chriſt will be charged with perverſeneſs upon the 
ation of divine vengeance. 


— 


wer of ſome luſt, or temptation, to have 


brat: again 
-quench, implies re or light, fo chat there 


[muſt have been ſome kindlings and illuming- 8 
tions of the Spirit, either of an ordinary and of 
common, or of an extraordmary and faving MW rea 
nature, to render the caution pertinent. Now pof 
when perſons thus wrought upon reſiſt theſe mo- of : 
tions, and ſtifle theſe convictions that ariſe from WM te 
ſuch impreffions, they are guilty of quenching W min 
the Spirit. on 1 
For inſtance, when the word enters the con- ing 
ſcience under the influences of the Spirit ſo as me 
to give a ſenſe of fin in heart, or life, and oper 
thereby calls for humiliation and repentance, arr 
whether this reſpects our conduct in the houſe be 
of God, or our own, if we endeavour tc by r 
ſuppreſs the conviction and ſhake off the con pleaſ 
cern raiſed in our minds, or if we continue | drer 
that ſin, we are then guilty of this evil. Again dus ' 
when under hearing of the word, or by an 2. 
other means we are reproved for a practice vl re ne 
cannot without ſelf-denial forſake, or when vW to fee 
are convinced of a doctrine, or an ordinance oi able + 


the goſpel, an open and zealous avouchmenWM nation 
of which will expoſe us to ſcorn and difficulty WM the S 
T fay, when under ſuch circumſtances, we d 
thro? the prevalency of ſome Juſt, from fe 
and cowardice, or for the ſake of eaſe, ſtif 
theſe convictions; in ſuch inſtances, we quenc tnordir 


s) © 1 E | 
the Spirit, 8 8 Ks 
I believe it will appear upon examination the | 
that ſometimes. even while params are hearingitcy gt. 

reading 2 


quenching the Spirit. 

reading, or meditating on the word, tliey are 
betrayed into this evil,” and at the very inſtant 
of illumination, betake themſelves to carnal 
reaſonings, by which they labour as much as 
poſſible, to reconcile themſelves to a diſregard 
of the voice of conſcience”: ſuch are frequently 
the workings of our vain and hypocritical 
minds, even when engaged in ah attendance 
on the means of grace; thus the fleſh is luſt- 
1 againſt the Spirit in ſolemn duties, inſo- 

"that were our hearts diſſected and laid 
55 to view, we ſhould have juſt cauſe of 
name; but theſe convictions received under 
the miniſtration of the word, are oftner ſtifled 
by ruſhing into the cares of the world, or the 
pleaſures of ſenſe, after the opportunity is 
over; by what means ſoever it is effected, 
this is quenching the Spirit. 
| 2. The Spirit is quenched when thoſe duties 
re neglected, that are adapted and appointed 
s ſeed and cheriſh this fire in the ſoul, ® Agree- 
ble to what has been obſerved in the expla- 
nation, when we are commanded not to quench 
the Spirit, it implies an exhortation to ſtir 


E him 


What the apoſtle exhorts Timothy reſpecting his ex- 
tnordinary gift, viz. not to neglect, but to ſtir it up, 
Epbeſ iv. 14. 2 Epheſ. i. 6. is applicable to all gifts, 
and graces of the 7 for by not ſtiring them up 
u the uſe of means, light grows dim, and love abates 
Its r. Believers themſelves ſhamefully leave, tho 
* ſhall not utterly loſe their firſt love. 


- —— — — om > on - 


ſame tendency is diligent reading the ſcriptures, 
word, following the dictates of our conſcien- 
Spirit's work on our hearts, and the omiſſion 


goes out; he whoſe intereſt, or duty it is to 


Ay Eubortatins againſt 
him up, and by all appointed means, to main- b 


tain his work upon us; now there are divers d 
methods of attaining this, ſuch as frequent of 
ſupplication at the throne of grace, ſelf-exa- ly 


mination, and ferious meditation on what we 
have felt of his operations upon us ; to the 


converſation upon ſpiritual things, making 
ſuch our companions who fear God, and in a | 


ces; theſe and ſuch like are the natural and 
proper methods to maintain and promote the 


of theſe duties bring a perſon under the charge 
of quenching the Spirit. A fire neglected 


preſerve it, if he does not uſe the means, is as 
really, tho? not ſo beinouſly, guilty, as he that 
pours water upon it, and thereby extinguiſhes 
it. Many are warmed under hearing the 
word, they are favoured with ſome ſpiritual 
light, and their affections are raiſed to divine 
things, ſo that their hearts have burned with- 
in them; but for want of meditation, private 
prayer, and ſpiritual converſation, it has all I ot r 
been loſt and gone off like a vapour. This is K 700 
too generally the caſe in the preſent day; abroad 
there is no occaſion to prove it by any parti- tion 
cular inſtances, if we may judge by the tem- ¶ incluc 
per and conduct of many, who ſeem to taſte I Th 


ſome ſweetneſs in hearing, yet regard the word I ſors 
but 


\ 


; "A 
quenching the Spirit. "99 * 
but as a lovely ſong; the little ſavour of 

divine things in their converſation, and want 

of zeal for the ordinances of Chriſt, ſo juſt- 

ly lamented, manifeſtly diſcover it. Altho' 

perſons may not be ſo abandoned and harden- 

ed as to ſet himſelf againſt, and wilfully 

oppoſe the work of the Spirit, yet thro? neg- 

ligence of this fort, they may give place to 

the devil and leave room for their luſts to 

quench it. Such are guilty of this evil, and 

have reaſon to humble themſelves before 

_ 

3. The Spirit is quenched when gifts are 
neglected or experience concealed ; a fire oft- 
en goes out when it is confined and kept too 
cloſe, by this means it always deadens and 
loſes much of its heat and vigour. This 
obſervation may ſeem a little foreign to the 
metaphor in the text, but it anſwers the in- 
ſtruction intended thereby; the defign of the 
paſſages and the alluſion in it, is to warn us 
againſt abating, or extinguiſhing the Spirit 

ud his motions, as fire is extinguiſhed or put 

out; now this is ſometimes the conſequence 
of not ſtirring it up, or opening it and giving 
it room to Ciſplay itſelf, and diffuſe its heat 
abroad; every thing that obſtructs the opera- 
tion and influence of the Spirit's work, is 

MW included in the exhortation. | 

There are diverſities of gifts among profeſ- 
ſors which are diſtributed from the exalted 
E 2 head 
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An Exbortation againſt 


head of the Church 


for- the work of the mi. 


niſtry-and the edification of his myſtical body 
1 Cor, xii. theſe are all wrought by the Spirit; when hi 


gifts of wiſdom and 
_ prophecy are neglected, deſpiſed, or ſuppreſt, 


knowledge, utterance and 


either in ourſelves, ., or others, the Spirit i 


. quenched : perſons 
ſuppreſs the gifts beſtowed upon others thro! 
pride and prejudice, 


are ſometimes tempted to 


or perhaps thro' an over. 


value of - thoſe human acquirements, which 
ſome ſuch gifted perſons may, be deſtitute of, 


and which however 


to be eſteemed in their 


place, are of ſmall ſervice for ſpiritual profit, 
unleſs the ſubject is endowed with ſome ſpiritual 


gift from above . 


There! is room to fear we 


are very guilty in this point in our day, and 


by all appearance this negligence will ſoon be 


lamented, in the want of Inſtruments for the 
ſervice of the ſanctuary; but this ſeems more 


-properly belonging 


to the methods of quench- 


ing the Spirit in a ſocial, or publick capacity, 


It is no leſs certain many are tempted to 


hide their talents, 


and ſtifle the gifts they 


themſelves have received for uſefulneſs, thro! 


floth and ſelfiſhneſs, thro* ſhame and fear, or 


it 


IM When gifts are not prayed for, not ſought after, 
not cultivated, or when they are not encourged and 


quench his work ; 


ae. it tends 2 to offend the divine Spirit 
an 


and whether by all ſymptoms, 


theſe deſires and endeavours are not greatly wanting in 


the preſent time, I leav 
reflection to judge. 


e every oblerving Chriſtian on 


— — — — —ꝓ—w— — 2 A 


* 


© quenching the Spirit. 
it may be thro' a love to their pleaſures and 
ſenſual enjoyments which the diligent and con- 
ſtant exerciſe of their talents would interrupt, 
thus they neglect the gift that is in them. Va- 
rious are the cauſes that - betray men into this 
evil ; but all ſuch negligence is criminal, *tis 
quenching the Spirit; gifts are loſt for want of 
exerciſe, and if they remain, the end of their 
being beſtow'd is loſt; for the manifeſtation 1 Cor. xii. 
of the Spirit is given 10 every man to profit T* 
withal ; let every one therefore beware of yield- 
ing to ſuch temptations. | 
Moreover, when perſans conceal their ex- 
perience and are backward to make known 
the divine power they have felt, to acknow- 
kdge their convictions, and confeſs the mani- 
ſeſtations of love and mercy vouchſafed unto 
them, they hereby quench the Spirit. The 
paſſage laſt quoted is' applicable to an expe- 
nence of the grace of God in converſion, and 
when after illuminations and comforts are re- 
WH ceived, as well as to gifts; for the deſign of 
al che diſpenſations of divine love and grace 
Into our hearts by the holy Ghoſt is that his 
r W name may be praiſed, and his people encou- 
t raged 3 ſuch who keep ſilence and are not rea- 
dy to ſay with David, Come, and bear all ye 5 1. 66. 
bar fear God, and & will declare what be bas 16. | 
t done for my ſoul, are chargeable_with the evil 
„ G&horted in the text. But 1 proceed, 
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An d againf 


4. The indulgence. of any known fin has 2 
ſure and unhappy influence to occaſion the Spi- 
.rit's departure, and put out the light, or a. 
bate the ſpiritual warmth begotten in our ſou]; 
under his gracious influences. Many quench 
the Spirit by allowing themſelves in the omil. 
ſion of known duties, which is a great affront 
to this holy One, who has revealed and convin- 
ced us of any inſtitution of the Lord appointed 
for his honour and our ſpiritual edification; 
but the tendency this has to extinguiſh the Spiri 
we have ſeen under a former head. 

More. eſpecially does the wilful gratification 
of any luſt tend to quench the Spirit; when 
perſons after being warmed with convictions, 
or entertained with delight in any ordinance 
publick, or private, go away and plunge 
' themſelves into any iniquities their conſciencies 
teſtify againſt, it obdurates the heart, darkens 
the underſtanding, ſenſual affections gain the al- 
cendant, and over-run the ſoul, fo that all ſpi- 
ritual light and heat with which their minds were 
impreſt muſt vaniſh and wear off in courſe. Thus 
the iron of the Smith when heated in the fire till 
*tis almoſt melted down, glows and burns as 
the fire itſelf, but being haſtily thrown into 
water inſtantly changes its complexion, and 
becomes cold and even harder than before it 
paſſed under the operation; the application is 
eaſy. 


Fire 


duenching the Shiri 


Fire is quenched by pouring upon it the 
oppolite element, water: Now water is not 
more oppoſite to fire, than the luſts of the 
fleſh are to the divine Spirit and his opera- 
tions; the Spirit's work takes place upon and 
tends to the deſtruction of ſin; there is a na- 
tural, neceſſary, and violent conteſt between 
the motion of the Spirit and the motion of 


fin in the members; the fleſh Iufteth againſt Gal. y 


the Spirit, and the Spirit againſt the fleſh: 17. 


and theſe are contrary the one to the other, 
c. Nothing therefore has a more direct and 
dreadful influence towards extinguiſhing ſpiri- 
tual light and holy affections than the indul- 
gence of pride, paſſion, ſenſuality, or any ſinful 
appetite, ſoon after the enjoyment of the means 
of grace and ſome impreſſions upon the mind 
under it. To theſe crifninal allowances Satan 
is continually waiting to captivate the minds, 
eſpecially of young profeſſors, whoſe youthful 
luſts greatly expoſe them to his ſnare, 

Thus the Spirit is often quenched by perſons 
in a private capacity, or with reſpe& to his 
work on their own ſouls. They frequently, 


under one temptation and another, are doing 


this, by ſtifling their convictions, by neglecting 
thoſe duties that are adapted and appointed to 
maintain and promote the Spirit's work upon 
them; by neglecting their gifts, and concealing 
their experience, and by allowing themſelves in 


the practice of any known fin, Theſe things tend 
| 1 to 
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An Exhortation againſt 


to prejudice,” and are often permitted to hinde: MM natior 
the influence of the Spirit's motions, they ex-i there 
tinguiſn the light; and abate the ſpiritual warm ſtruct 
produced under ordinances; and grieve or offen WM This 
the holy Spirit, who is often hereby provoke ny S 
to withdraw: this is quenching the Spiri. body, 
an brings me, as propos d, whorr 
' | Secondly, To ſet before you ſome of tho, fuchs 
methods by which the Spirit is quenched h/ quant 
profeſſors conſider'd in a —_ or public ¶ be be! 
capacity. And, | to the 
1. When the members of religion ſocieties tom 
or churches neglect: thoſe ſtated aſſemblies by of abſ 


on in the midſt of them 3” perſons who entet 


fellowſhip, or contracted with a religious ſo- 


ul thro* the (Be of ſuch a vagrant incli- 


which the work of the Lord is to be carrieWing tc 
and a 
ciplin 
the Sp 
more 
alſo t 
adene 
real, \ 
de ma 
any 
heir te 


into ſacred engagements with one another for 
the ends of ſpiritual edification, and are floth- 
ful and backward to aſſemble with the body 
at the appointed ſeaſons for coming together 
are guilty of this evil. Union is neceſſary to 
warmth, the briſkeſt fire will go out upon 
ſeparating the coals and keeping them aſunder 
a zealous affection for Chriſt, his cauſe and one 
another is promoted in a . chriſtian ſociety by 
frequent and univerſal aſſociating of its ſeveral 
members; and this vigour abates in propor- 
tion to a negligence thereof. Yet ſuch is the 
conduct of many who have entered into church- 


ciety of a lower claſs, that they wander about a 


nation 


N guenching "2he $ pirit. 
nation, to uſe the words of the prophet, 
there is not a coal to warm, and the whole 
ſtructure becomes lifelefs and unprofitable: 
This unreaſonable conduct in the members of 
any Society“, as it tends to the deſtruction of the 
body, ſo it diſcourages the hearts of thoſe with 
whom they are thus engaged; thefore every 
lach wilfal omiſſion of a member throws ſome 
quantity of cold water on the Society to which 
he belongs: If perſons in fellowſhip, thro' love 
to their temporal profits and carnal pleaſures, or 
from a wavering diſpoſition, make a practice 
of abſenting themſelves when there is a garher- 
ng together for the miniſtration of the word 
and adminiſtration of the ordinances and diſ- 


33 
2 Iſaiah 
xlvii. I 4+ 


! Weipline of Chriſt's houſe, they are quenchers of 


the Spirit; for hereby their own affections are 


vore and more deadned to the body, hereby 
o the ſpirits of their fellow- members are 


adened, and thus the ſpiritual fervour, joy and 
zeal, which once prevailed and would otherwiſe 
e maintained, is extinguiſh'd and loſt, Too 
any. who are join'd to chriſtian Societies, by 
heir temper and behaviour ſeem to have crept in 


al F for 
% * The reaſonableneſs and juſtice of avoiding this de- 


tive practice I lately took occaſion to mention in 
be Redeemer's charge againſt his declining Churches, 
ag. 24. The ſame neglect which is owing to the abate- 
tent of love, if continued in, decreaſes it ſtill more, 


hut Ned at length, as it has been experienc'd, in ſome 
U delancholy inſtances, it has utterly. extinguiſh'd the 


ir diſſolution. 


wer and fpirit of religion” in a Society, and iſſued in 
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- for no other purpoſe but to be the Engines for 


_ zeal which is the animating ſpring of action 1 


who are grieved far their conduct, if ſuch 


according to their works. 


improvement of the time when we are aſſem⸗ 


ſemblies that are appointed for the diſcipline 


the ſight of the Lord: Sometimes members 


An Exhor tation A 


quenching the fire of divine love and that holy 


every ſpiritual Corporation, whereby its ſeve. 
ral members are edified : Whatever their own 
deſigns may be, this is the evident uſe Satan 
makes of them under a profeſſion ; and how. 
ever they may deſpiſe the entreaties, or exhor- 
tations of their miniſters and fellow - chriſtians, 


perſons are not humbled under a ſenſe of their 
folly, it may be expected their end will be 


2. The Spirit is ſometimes quenched by a miſ- 


bled together a deficiency of this kind may 
be found in Churches, Eſpecially i in thoſe Af 


of Chriſt's houſe ; it becomes each member tc 
behave himſelf with. reverence and order | 
the houſe of God, to avoid every thing tha 
is light and airy, and much more every thing 
that favours of arrogance and ſelfiſhneſs; {uh 
ought to ſtudy wiſdom, humility and love ill 
all they fay or do, as they are calPd upon ut 


Churches do not behave themſelves after thi 
manner on ſuch ſolemn occaſions ; the conſe 
quence: has been confuſion and contention Mei 


mong them. This tends to prejudice the in 
tereſt of Chriſt and the work of the Lord 


"quenching the Spirit. 

the midſt of them, the holy Spirit uſually with- 
draws from ſuch a people, and they quickly 
become cold and formal. 

But under this head I have a more immedi- 
ate regard to Chriſtian Societies of an inferior 
order. The old Serpent is generally too cunning 
for young converts. Man is a ſocial Being in 
every ſtate and condition; agreeable to which 
thoſe who are beginning to ſeek the kingdom 
of God and his righteouſneſs, naturally fall into 
ſociety, Now when Satan cannot tempt them 
from accompanying together for their mutual 
edification, he attempts to pervert their deſign 
dy enſnaring them into ſpending their time, at 
leaſt ſo as to exclude, as much as poſſible, thoſe 
xerciſes that are moſt likely to anſwer their end. 

For inſtance, inſtead of being principally 
xerciſed in earneſt ſupplications at the throne 
If grace, an exerciſe which is moſt conducive 
> promote. humility and ſpiritual edification, 
n exerciſe by which young plants are, as it 
ere, water'd by the Spirit to*their growth in 
I fay inſtead of chiefly exerciſing them- 
Ives in this ſoul-nouriſhing duty, they are 
apti vated to lay out much of their time in 
raking from texts of ſcriptures, and in fre- 
vent and long ſinging, Cc. inſtead of keep- 
bg cloſe in their converſation, to points of ex- 
frience, and filling up part of the opportu- 
nity in relating any freſh exerciſes they have 


F'2' + had 


wv 


p 


hack wicticohe corruptions of their hearts, with 


An Exhortation again 


the temptations of Satan, or in rehearſing any ſy 
freſh light, or renewed teſtimony of divine bi 
love whereby their knowledge and faith have i 
been increaſed, or their hopes revived:: I ſay, in 
inſtead of employing themſelves after this S 
manner, and thus declaring in the ſimplicity of hi 
their minds the dealings of the Spirit with their in 
ſouls, the crafty Tempter often deludes them 
into vain and impertinent queſtions which have 
a ſhe w of wiſdom, but are not for godly ediſj. 
ing. 
1 ſpeak not againſt young Profeſſors adm 
niſhing each other in pſalms and hymns ad 81 
ſpiritual ſongs when aſſembled together, bu for 
vould rather promote that appointed and de def 


lightful means of grace; nor would I diſcoui Spi 
tenance an humble communication of the lighW and 
afforded to any, into, any particular part off neff 

ſcripture, or debating ſome ſpecial points of ſpii 

doctrine, concerning which ſeveral may bar fort 
doubts: Theſe things are profitable when pu upc 
taed with that modeſty which becomes tha or 
who are newly enlighten'd; but when ud 


things, under any pretence, intrude upon praye 
and godly conference about experiment 
things, it becomes a ſnare, It is uſually foun 
ſuch conduct degenerates into ſtriſe abo 
words, and adminiſters to pride, by whi 
cometli contention, and this excites thoſe Jull 
Which are e to the Spirit, and wm 

m 


"quenching the Spirit. 
him; beware therefore of theſe things, for 
ſuch meetings together are not for the better 
but for the worſe. —- 

3. Another thing which . the Spirix 
in 8 Societies is partiality; the divine 
Spirit is no reſpecter of perſons, and it offends 
him, and tends to deſtroy harmony and affection 
in a Society when partiality is indulged. Now 
this generally follows upon the aforementioned 
abuſe of their ſolemn meetings; when young 
Chriſtians employ themſelves in their afſmblies 
after the manner deſcribed, the carnality of 
their minds is excited, and there ſoon appears 
a reſpect of perſons; when this is the caſe, 
ſome are exalted above meaſure, and others 
depreciated as low; on the one hand, the 
Spirit himſelf, who is the author of all gifts, 
and.under whoſe influence alone they can be be- 
neficial to each other in the exerciſe of their 
ſpiritual talents, is neglected; this divine Com- 
forter, I fay, is little thought of, or depended 
upon, and as ſeldom the ſubject of their prayers, 
or praiſes ; on the other hand weak believers, 
whoſe knowledge and gifts are but ſmall, are de- 
ſpiſed and diſcouraged 3 this often occaſions the 
light and affection of a Society to go out, it 
quenches the ſpark in theſe little ones, and 
is highly provoking to that Spirit who created 
it in their ſouls ; for it ĩs contrary to his mind 
who will not quench the ſmoaking flax, till 
he hath finiſhed his work where he has be- 

' | gun 


Ai Exhortation againſt 
gun it, and hath i forth Judgment unto 
victory. 1 

4. The Spirit is quenched when a Society 
retains thoſe among them who hold errors ſub- 
verſive of the true goſpel, or indulge them - 
ſelves in practices that are unbecoming their 
holy profeſſion; prophane and ungodly per- 
ſons in a Community by their temper and con- 
duct are quenchers of the Spirit; the exam- 
ple and influence of ſuch make againſt the 
increaſe of ſpiritual fervour in the ſervice of 
the Lord; theſe perſons are continually en- 12 
deavouring to diſcourage all ſelf- denying mea- 
ſures propoſed, or taken, by a Society for 
the manifeſtitative glory of the Redeemer, 
or their mutual edification; the zeal of others 
is a reflection upon them, and therefore they 
object to it, and by ſecret, or open methods 
diſcountenance it as much as poſſible; it has 
often heen found that connivance at ſuch per- 
ſons in a Community has been attended with 
the loſs of their vigour, till thro? the departure 
of the holy Spirit, all their vital heat and ſpi- 
ritual light has been extinguiſhed. 

5. And laſtly, It alſo quenches the Spirit 
oh the meetings of Chriſtians for godly edi- 
fication are followed with vain and trifling 
converſation z this is a ſnare Chriſtians are 
frequently entangled with, either in different 
company, or with one another; if the latter, 


* more dangerous; when members of churches 
have 


duenching the Spirit. 
have been together in the houſe of God, where 
their hearts have been affected with what they 
have ſeen and heard, and in ſome meaſure 
humbled, rejoiced and inſtructed, for any 
number of them to go away, and immediately 
fall into converſation about trifling matters is 
very prejudicial, for this effectually takes off 
the ſavour of divine things, and baniſhes that 
ſpiritual light and comfort they have received, 
and renders them carnal in their frames; what 
is this but quenching the Spirit ? 

Thus it is in reſpect to all other religous 
Societies, © for this has been a fatal evil and 
deſtroyed the good effects of many a ſweet 
opportunity; young profeſſors after they have 
been together, and been made inſtrumental of 
exciting in each other ſome ſpiritual livelineſs 
and joy, have frequently been deluded into 
fooliſh talking and jeſting which is not con- 
venient, whereby all the advantage of that 
ſeaſon has been loſt; all frothy converſation 
among ſuch perſons. at ſuch a time more eſpe- 
cially, fruſtrates the deſign of their fellowſhip, 
and pulls down every thing that has been 
built up in their attendance upon duty to- 
gether. Beware therefore of this practice, for 
our vain minds are exceeding prone to this 
evil, and Satan 1s peculiarly vigilant to delude 
us into it, after having been exerciſed together 
in ſpiritual matters, knowing if he ſhould pre- 
yall, (as he too ſrequently does) it effectually 
quenches 


1 


. An Exhortation againſt 


& quenches and extinguiſhes the holineſs and 


ſpirituality: of our frames, 

Theſe are the methods by which perſons 
quench the Spirit in a ſocial, or publick capa- 
city; viz. by neglecting the ſtated aſſemblies 
of the Society whereof they are members, by 
a miſinprovement of the time when afſemblied 
together, when a partiality prevails amongſt 
them, by retaining profane, or immoral per 
ſons in the Community, and thro' impertinent 
and frothy converſation together, eſpecially 
- after they have been engaged with one another 
in religious exerciſes; all theſe practices abate 
ſpirituality and zeal, hinder the advancement 
of light and holineſs, and often occaſion the 
Spirit of grace to depart in a way of Judg- 
ment. 

1. remains « only that 1 attend to the 


VI nod laſt thing ordpoſed, VIZ. To Thew 
the melancholy wp Ne ee of yu ing the 
Spirit. 0 
This has been in fine meaſure anticipated, 
eſpecially under the ' ſecond general, upon 
which conſideration, together with that of my 
having already detained you ſo long, I ſhall 
but * mention the particulars, and draw to a 
1 
Firſt, By this means all true pleaſure in 
religion is loſt ; ſuch violence offered to an en- 
lightened conſcience deſtroys all delight in du- 


ty 


guenc hi ng. _ DY vit. 


ty, the mind is hereby rendered incapable of 
ſpiritual joy; the Spirit thus reſiſted, and 
quenched withdraws his gracious influences, 
the deſerted ſoul is depreſt and ſunk, and her 
appetite for heavenly food is gone, When 
this is the caſe, the Chriſtian finds a leanneſs 
of Spirit, he is exceeding dull and heavy in 
his private frame, and every thing grows for- 
mal and lifeleſs in a ſocial way. 
Secondly, Infection increaſes both as to do- 
ctrine and practice; when the Spirit is quench- 
ed, the fleſh quickens, the hearts of particular 
perſons are ſubject to deceitful luſts, and eaſily 
captivated to the law of ſin in the members; 
the Church, or Society, where this evil is 
continued in, being juſtly forſaken, is expoſed 


ceiver, and unleſs the Lord, in great mercy, 


and worſe. 

Thirdly, It brings great diſtreſs on the con- 
ciences of Believers when they are awakened 
to conviction; ſometimes it pleaſes God to 
convince ſuch of their folly, and make them 
ſenſible of their ingratitude, ſo that aſter they 
have provoked the Spirit to withdraw, they 


wail the unhappy conſequences of his depar- 
n- ure from them. This is accompanied with 


lu- van and eſpecially as they are uſually. 


Ys - G left 


to deluſions, and becomes a prey to every De- 


returns to revive his work, a people grow worſe 


are led to ſee the ſorrowful alteration, and be- 
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42 
left to ſeek and cry a long time before he re- 


An Exhortation againſt 
turns with his chearing influences. But, 


- Fourthly, If in judgment, (which is ſome- 
times the awfal caſe) any are left to impeni- 


tency, the end is fore and heavy deſtruction. 


By this means, Societies without number have 


been ruined, many Churches have been diſ- 
| ſolved, and a multitude of profeſſors, who 


have had only the form of godlineſs, have 
ſank under the weight of aggravating guilt 


into endleſs miſery, Such are the dreadful 


conſequences of quenching the Spirit ! 
I cloſe with a ſhort reflection or two. 
I. We ſee the bold impiety, and fatal folly of 


thoſe who deny the perſonality, deity, and 
operations of the Bleſſed Spirit. It is too 


common in the preſent day for perſons who 


call themſelves Chriſtians, not only to oppoſe 
the doctrines that relate to the perſon and glo- 
ry of Jeſus Chriſt, and the way of ſalvation 
by him, and thereby give juſt offence to the 
Holy Ghoſt, by whom the prophets and apo- 
ſtles were inſpired ; but they alſo deny the 


reality, and much more the neceſſity of his 


divine agency m the hearts of God's children, 
yea, they ridicule all Chriſtian experience ; 


no wonder ſuch are given up to blindneſs 
of heart, and a reprobate mind; we need not 


be 


© quenching the Spirit. 
be farpriſad to find their conſciences are 
ſeared as with an hot iron; ſuch perſons reſiſt 
the Holy Ghoſt, who alone can molify, en- 
lighten, - and conyert the ſoul, and if the 
quenching his work has the ſorrowful effect on 
thoſe who have not utterly diſpiſed him, as 
before · mentioned, how can it be expected theſe 
daring infidels ſhould have any diſcernment, 
F ſenſation of ſpiritual things? 


1. Let us wane the ſymptoms of quench- 
ing the Spirit, that are apparent in the preſent 
day. Whence is it there is ſo much complaint 
of the ſpread of error? Why is there ſo little 
conſolation in Chriſt, or edification in fellowv- 
ſhip, ſo little ſtedfaſtneſs in the ways of the 
Lord, or delight in his ordinances ? Is it not 
becauſe. we have, and do daily quench the 
Spirit by our negligence and carnality ? Do 
ve not ſtifle convictions, and omit thoſe du- 
ogy are proper to the maintaining a live- 
lines in gur hearts, and in the Societies to 
which we are related? Are not gifts neglect- 
ed? Is not there too little communication of 
„our experience, and too much indulgence ef 
ein? Do we improve our time together as 
becomes thoſe who deſire to ſee the Spirit's 
„ Vork flouriſh in and among us? ls there 
hat impartiality, and that faithfulneſs which 
6 acceptable to the Holy Spifit ? J preſume, 
ot G 2 i! 1:4 ex: 
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on examination, it will be allowed that the 
inſtances by which the Spirit is quenched are 
too Frequently ſound upon us. O let us each 
examine "ourſelves, and be concernꝰd for the 
Communities to which we ſeverally belong ; 
let us watch againſt theſe things, and make it 


our daily and eatneſt ſupplication, I. the 


holy Spirit may not be taken from us. 


In fine, let me beſeech you, dt hoe re- 
queſt I have now been ſpeaking in publick, 
to think of theſe things; watch over your 


hearts, be circumſpect in all your aſſemblics, 


endeavouring by ſupplications conjoined to al! 
other graces and duties to build up one another 


in faith and holineſs; and let ſuch of you who 
are members of this, or any other Church of 
Chriſt, purſue this deſign conſiſtent with you 


duties in the houſe of God. Remember your 


greateſt honour and higheſt obligation is in 


the Church to which you belong, take heed 
therefore you are not deficient in your duties 
there, while you are employing your thoughts 


and time upon any other ſcheme for edifica- 


tion.” In a conſcientious regard to this, you may 
expect the Comforter will abide with you, 


and bleſs all your endeavours for entotraging 
others to taſte and ſee the goodneſs” of the 
Lord, with whom your fellowſhip fhall be 
ſtill increaſing, | till you are made meet for the 
full enjoyment of the inheritance among the 


faints in light. 
A 


And 


A H V M N of Praiſe. to 
BLESSED SPIRIT | 


* 


the 


DO R Ez ye Kante che heavy? ly Dove 


His grace and pow'r proclaim, | 


Whoſe quick'ning rays of light and love, 


Revive your drooping frame. 


II. 


He firſt awakens from the dead, 

Doth life from Chriſt impart, 
And love divine by him is ſhed 
: Abroad in ev'ry heart. 


og lk 
As Fire refines the droſſy Ore, 
Our ſouls he purifies, 


And baniſh'd comfort doth reſtore, 
Hence joys unknown ariſe, 


+ FRI 


Thus doth his grace our minds prepare, 
To view our Saviour's face, 

And oft before we are aware, 

AR Ealivens ev'ry grace. 
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To light, from darkneſs he doth turn, | 
And our affections raiſe, | ** 
Our hearts Withig us then do burn. 
To ſing, Jehovab's praiſe. 
YE : ed, | 
- may we neyer once offend, . oj _ 
His glorious holineſs, ©" * b 
If he his influence ſuſpend, 7 ec 
And leave us in diſtreſs, wo 
18 FR 5 Boun 
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